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sometimes of bad ones too. A thousand years ago the army of Ghazni
invaded India in order to spread Islam. Hindu idols were broken and the
invasions advanced as far as Somnath. While, on the one hand, violence
was thus being used, the Muslim saints were, on the other, unfolding the
real merit of Islam. The Islamic principle that all those who embraced
Islam were equals made such a favourable impression on the lower classes
that hundreds of thousands of Hindus accepted that faith, and there was
great commotion in the whole community.
Kabir1 was born in Benares. He thought that, according to Hindu
philosophy, there could be no distinction between a Hindu and a Muslim.
Both of them, if they did good works, would find a place in heaven. Idolatry
was not an essential part of Hinduism. Reasoning thus, he attempted to
bring about a synthesis between Hinduism and Islam; but it did not
have much effect, and his became no more than a distinct sect, and it
exists even to-day. Some years later, Guru Nanak was born in the Punjab;
he accepted the reasoning of Kabir and made a similar attempt to fuse
the two religions. But while doing so, he felt that Hinduism should
be defended against Islam, if necessary with the sword. This gave rise
to Sikhism, and produced the Sikh warriors. The result of all this is that,
despite the prevalence of Hinduism and Islam as the two principal religions
of India to-day, both the communities live together in peace and amity
and are considerate enough not to hurt one another's feelings save for the
bitterness caused by political machinations and excitement. There is very
little difference between a Hindu yogi2 and a Muslim fakir.*
JESUS CHRIST, THE PROPHET
While Islam and Hinduism were thus vying with each other, the
Christians landed at the port of Goa about 500 years ago, and set about
converting Hindus to Christianity. They also partly resorted to force and
[converted] partly through persuasion. Some of their ministers were
exceedingly tender-hearted and kind, rather one would call them saintly.
Like the fakirs they made a deep impression on the lower classes of Hindu
society. But later, when Christianity and Western civilisation came
to be associated, the Hindus began to look upon that religion with dis-
favour. And to-day, we see few Hindus embracing Christianity in spite of
the fact that the Christians are ruling over a vast kingdom. Nevertheless,
Christianity has had a very considerable influence on Hinduism. Christian
priests imparted education of a high order and pointed out some of the
glaring defects in Hinduism, with the result that there arose among the
Hindus other great teachers who, like Kabir, began to teach the Hindus
what was good in Christianity and appealed to them to remove these defects.
1A  poet-saint who   attempted,   through   his   devotional   songs,   to  unite  Hindus   aM
Muslims.
2 A recluse.
3 A religious mendicant,